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EUROPE / SECURITY

Four Seasons for Ukraine’s 3rd Army Corps
BY AIDAN MCKEE

When Brigadier General Andriy Biletsky of
Ukraine’s 3rd Army Corps stated on
September 15, “In Vivaldi, as you know, there
are four seasons,” he was not giving a lecture
on classical music. Instead, he was
confirming, after months of an information
blackout, a Ukrainian counteroffensive near
Lyman, a rare return to combined-arms
maneuver in a largely static war. [U1] Official
sources put the total territory newly under
Ukrainian control at 125 km², with one
independent analyst citing more than 200
km². [U2] Though modest in scale, Operation
Vivaldi has reversed the gains made by Russia
during its 2026 summer offensive around
Lyman, relieving pressure on Ukraine’s
northeastern flank and showcasing the
potential of unmanned systems in
combined-arms warfare.

Donetsk Oblast has seen some of the war’s
heaviest fighting, as Russia seeks to capture
Ukraine’s “Fortress Belt” cities of
Kostiantynivka, Kramatorsk, Druzhkivka, and
Sloviansk. Controlling these four cities offers
a significant strategic advantage, as the
territory to the west is sparsely populated and
poorly defensible. As such, Ukraine has spent
considerable resources fortifying them to
serve as the backbone of its defense. [U3]
According to Biletsky, Russia planned to
encircle the Fortress Belt from the north and
south, converging on Barvinkove in Kharkiv
Oblast. For the northern pincer to succeed, it
first had to seize the city of Lyman, where the
Ukrainian 3rd Army Corps launched
Operation Vivaldi in late May. [U4]

Ukraine achieved operational surprise by
utilizing a strict operational security (OPSEC)
regime, imposing a near-total information
blackout in the Lyman sector. Major Maksym
Zhorin, the 3rd Army Corps’ deputy
commander, attributed this success in part to
a new “Protective Drone” electronic warfare
(EW) network, which he claimed neutralized

around 20,000 Russian drones. [U5] In
preparation for the counteroffensive, Ukraine
extensively struck Russian logistics and drone
operators at depths of up to 50 kilometers,
later extending to 120 kilometers. Russian
logistics, command and communication hubs,
transportation, fuel supplies to occupied
Luhansk, drone launch sites, and notably elite
Russian Rubikon drone units were all
targeted. The campaign of interdiction forced
Russia to withdraw Rubikon and disperse
supplies, while fuel shortages degraded
Russian mechanized and EW capabilities.
Russian front-line EW systems rely heavily on
diesel generators, so disruptions in fuel
supply impact Russia’s EW capabilities. [U6]

According to the Institute for the Study of
War, Russia struggled to defend its forces
from Ukraine’s strike campaign because of air
defense shortages. A widespread culture of
lying about front-line positions, labeled by
Russian milbloggers as “beautiful reports,”
likely hindered Russia’s operational
awareness of Ukraine’s preparations and
counteroffensive, delaying a proper response.
[U7]

The combination of these factors enabled a
Ukrainian tactical drone overmatch and the
element of surprise. New Ukrainian
combined-arms tactics also contributed to the
success in restoring limited maneuver; heavy
bomber drones deployed explosive-laden
unmanned ground vehicles (UGVs) more than
10 kilometers behind Russian lines, followed
by mobile infantry assault groups. [U8] The
3rd Army Corps reported these tactics
brought a total of 125 km² under Ukrainian
control, including taking the settlements of
Shandryholove, Derylove, and Drobysheve, as
well as inflicting more than 3,000 casualties.
However, the casualty claims could not be
independently verified. Russia has responded
by shifting forces southward and
concentrating on Mykolaivka. [U9]

The first two seasons of Operation Vivaldi
have been operationally significant in
arresting the advance of the Russian northern
pincer attempting to encircle the
Sloviansk-Kramatorsk axis, forcing it back
toward the Zherebets River. Prominent
Russian milbloggers have acknowledged
Ukrainian success in the Lyman direction.
This broadly translates into a failure of the
Russian 2026 summer offensive and relieves
pressure on Sloviansk and Kramatorsk,
though according to military analysts this is
unlikely to signal a larger strategic shift in the
war, given Russia’s advantage in firepower
and manpower. [U10]

Operation Vivaldi’s success casts doubt on the
Russian military’s ability to achieve its stated
war goal of capturing all of Donetsk Oblast on
the timeline projected by Moscow. Such
failures are the likely cause of an intensifying
information war, in which Russia exaggerates
or actively fabricates the situation on the
battlefield to present the conquest of the
regions Moscow claims to have annexed as
inevitable. [U11] The new tactics employed by
Ukraine, while successful in restoring limited
maneuver to a largely static battlefield, may
not yet be repeatable enough to enable
large-scale Ukrainian maneuver. They have,
however, demonstrated Ukraine’s ability to
conduct offensives at tactical depth and could
prove significant to Ukraine’s strategic
planning with further refinement. Only two
seasons have thus far been announced—the
outcome in eastern Ukraine is still unwritten.
[U12]

US & CHINA / ECONOMIC ANALYSIS

Thee Mineral Trap
BY LIAM BLANC

The modern day relationship between the
U.S. and China is very tense and uneasy. In
recent years, aggressive tariffs and
geopolitical disputes like the war in Iran have
pushed tensions to a boiling point. In
response to U.S. economic pressure, Beijing
has begun restricting exports of critical rare
earth minerals. While the rest of the world
fears a slide into a major conflict, a look at
economic reality shows us why neither nation
can afford to go to war with each other.

Since the founding of the People's Republic in
1949, diplomatic ties between Washington
and Beijing have never seen eye to eye
ideologically. That being said, over the last 4
decades, mutual economic interests have
created a deep independence. With
normalized trade relations and massive labor
outsourcing, China’s industrial sector grew
rapidly by the 2000s. Because of this
American consumers relied on the low cost

Chinese goods while Chinese manufacturers
depended on American markets, technology
and investment.

Today, we see this in the supply chains for
critical resources like rare earth minerals.
Modern manufacturing requires specialized
elements like neodymium, dysprosium and
terbium to assemble everything from cell
phones and electric vehicles to defense
systems and much more. Despite a new
domestic focus, the United States still sources
around 70 percent of its rare earth minerals
and metals directly from China.

Although the U.S. holds an estimated reserve
of nearly two million metric tons, extraction is
only part of the solution. China controls more
than 90 percent of the world's refining
capacity for these materials. Domestic
processing facilities and other alternatives
require a massive investment and years of

clearance before matching Chinese
production. A total cutoff would kill American
manufacturing while simultaneously
damaging China’s revenue.

The cycle of tariff escalation and retaliation
shows that trade is a major fixture of modern
diplomacy in our current world and a
potential buffer between two countries and
war. Even when diplomatic dialogue becomes
harsh, both administrations only go so far
before returning to the negotiating table to
prevent total economic death. The United
States and China will be geopolitical rivals
but their shared reliance on each other
ensures that diplomacy will be the answer for
the foreseeable future.

References: Ukraine [U1-U12] on page 3. Mineral article: see source-status note on page 3.
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Pledges or Rules? The World Splits Over
How to Govern AI
BY FORDE ANDERSON TODD  |  OCTOBER 4, 2026

After AI agents broke into outside systems this summer, a growing coalition of countries is calling for international
oversight, while the US is betting on a voluntary industry pledge.

In the second half of September 2026,
governments around the world are debating
how to regulate artificial intelligence (AI)
following reports of models accessing other
organizations’ computers and servers without
authorization. [A1][A2] The concern is no
longer just a hypothetical, and it has raised the
question of how governments can or should
respond to this new technology.

The clearest example came in July, when an AI
agent built by OpenAI escaped an offline test
environment and then attacked the
open-source platform Hugging Face over a
period of a few days. Investigators later found
it was not one rogue agent but rather a
“swarm” of about 700 agents. After the
Hugging Face incident, Anthropic, another
major US AI company, disclosed that its model
had accessed three outside organizations
without instruction during testing. [A1]

These incidents have not been limited to the
United States. Australia’s Prime Minister,
Anthony Albanese, revealed on September 24,
2026, that an OpenAI agent had accessed a
government Medicare portal in June. OpenAI
did not notify officials until September 10,
2026. Albanese called it unacceptable and
ordered a task force in conjunction with the
Australian Cyber Agency and the AI Safety
Institute; officials did say, however, that there
was no evidence the patients’ records were
accessed. [A3] OpenAI has since shelved its
next model, GPT-6.1 Astra, after internal safety
tests, according to Reuters. [A4]

Governments are answering this question of
how to regulate AI in two very different ways.
On September 21, 2026, leaders and
representatives from 20 countries, along with
the European Commission president, called for
exploring an international body that could set
AI safety standards and enable verification.
[A2][A5]

The US has chosen a different path for
approaching this problem. On September 22,
2026, at the United Nations General Assembly
in New York, President Donald Trump said the
country rejects “any attempt to construct a
globalist scheme of control” for AI. “We’re
going to encourage it, not rein it in,” he said.
[A6]

A week later, on September 29, 2026,
President Trump hosted the heads of the
largest AI companies at the White House, and
the result was a one-page document, a
voluntary safety pledge. [A7] The pledge does
not create or enforce new laws or penalties.
When asked if it was legally binding, Trump
replied that it is “morally binding.” [A8]

The World Responds

Most of the governments that are pushing for
more rules say they do want AI’s benefits to
spread and not stop. The declaration presents
a way to actively realize and benefit from the
potential of AI while limiting exposure to its
risks. The countries backing this include
Germany, Kenya, Kazakhstan, the UAE, South
Africa, and Singapore. The US, China, the UK,
India, and Japan are not on the published
signatory list. France joined on September 23,
and the coalition had grown to 29 countries by
September 30. [A2][A5]

The growing case for corporations and
governments to cooperate reached the UN
Security Council on September 23, 2026.

OpenAI CEO Sam Altman illustrated AI’s rapid
progress in mathematics, describing models
advancing from school-level problems to
international competition performance. Altman
also claimed that an OpenAI model had solved
the Navier-Stokes Millennium Prize problem.
[A9] “We are not solving math problems for
their own sake, but to empower people to
discover new knowledge,” he said. He and
Anthropic CEO Dario Amodei called for
international cooperation to address the risks
of increasingly powerful AI systems. [A9][A10]

China is charting its own course on AI. During
Chinese President Xi Jinping’s visit to
Washington in late September, the US and
China agreed to open a bilateral
communication channel on AI. Chinese state
media reported that Xi told Trump that AI must
stay under human control. [A11] At the BRICS
summit in New Delhi, Xi said China would lead
the establishment of a BRICS AI open-source
community. [A12]

Europe is leaning toward greater oversight
while continuing to emphasize AI’s potential
benefits. In her September 16, 2026, State of
the Union address, European Commission
President Ursula von der Leyen said, “I am an
optimist that AI has the potential to benefit
humanity – if we get it right.” She also warned
about increasingly capable models and
proposed cooperation with Canada, the United
Kingdom and other partners on model
evaluation, verification, early warning and AI
security. She said she would invite leading
frontier AI labs to discuss efforts to pace
development. [A13]

The Vatican has also weighed in on AI safety.
Pope Leo, in his first encyclical, Magnifica
Humanitas, addressed AI. [A14] In late
September, he told reporters that experts’
warnings deserve serious attention: “I don’t
think that that is fake news, as some have
said.” [A15]

The Pledge in the East Room

Inside the US, the AI industry and the White
House are split. On September 12, 2026,
Amodei said that, though he doesn’t think the
industry should be halted, he thinks it should
pace itself. This would leave time to develop,
test, and audit more powerful models before
making them commercially available. In a rare
event in the tech/AI space, Altman, Elon Musk,
and Amodei are all in agreement on this
approach. [A12] Trump publicly rejected this
idea, calling the fears of an AI takeover a hoax
and saying that slowing down AI development
would help China. [A16]

Axios reported 31 confirmed attendees for the
September 29 White House lunch, including
government officials and industry executives.
[A17] Executive attendees included the CEOs
of Meta, Nvidia, Google, and Anthropic, along
with OpenAI President Greg Brockman. [A7]

The accord was signed by executives including
Musk, Zuckerberg, Jensen Huang, Dario
Amodei, Pichai, and Brockman. It pledges four
layers of oversight for cyber, biological, and
chemical risks, and an independent board
committee would review the findings. [A7] The
companies in this accord also pledged to meet
regularly to set shared “standards” for the
industry. The text also says it “may make
sense” to turn it into law someday. [A7] In this
meeting, Trump floated the idea of a
committee of about 10 people to watch over

this new industry; however, he would not
comment on who would be on it or what actual
power it would have. [A8]

What Is at Stake

The core question is how to keep AI’s
momentum while managing its risks, and
whether voluntary pledges are the solution.
The same day as the lunch, Senator Mark
Warner, D-VA, proposed a bill requiring
federal safety boards to be given access to new
AI models a minimum of 45 days before
release. It would also require safety incidents
to be reported within 30 days, or within 72
hours if there is an imminent threat to national
security. [A18]

Support for mandatory AI safeguards crosses
party lines. Republican Senator Josh Hawley
has also called for mandatory federal
pre-deployment testing, as well as holding AI
companies liable for reckless design flaws.
[A18]

The economy is a defining factor surrounding
the AI conversation. ING economist James
Knightley estimates that AI-related activity
accounts for roughly a third of US economic
growth in 2026. [A19] The boom has lifted
companies of every kind; anything that touches
AI got a huge boost, from construction
companies to chipmakers. “It’s the driving
force for our economy right now,” market
analyst Ivan Feinseth told ABC News. [A20]
The fear is that new guardrails would cool
down the rapid growth AI has brought to the
market.

What to Watch

Several tests lie ahead. Internationally, the
declaration remains open for other
governments to endorse. [A2] Trump said he
and Xi planned to meet twice more before the
end of the year, according to ABC News. [A11]

In the US Congress, Senator Ted Cruz, who
objected to the fast-tracking of Warner’s bill, is
drafting his own catastrophic risk bill with
Senate Majority Leader John Thune and
Senator Amy Klobuchar. [A18] The states are
one last front to keep an eye on. Attorneys
general from 23 states asked Congress on
September 24, 2026, for federal AI rules. [A21]
A December 11, 2025, executive order directed
the attorney general to establish a task force to
challenge state AI laws deemed inconsistent
with the administration’s national AI policy.
[A22]

As of now, there is no real consensus on what
is to come next. The United States is relying on
voluntary commitments from the companies
building the most advanced models, while
some other governments are pushing for
international standards, mandatory testing,
and stronger government oversight. At the
same time, few leaders appear willing to slow
an industry that has become increasingly
important to economic growth and geopolitical
competition. That leaves governments facing a
difficult balance: preserving the extraordinary
potential of artificial intelligence while
deciding how much risk is acceptable along the
way. The incidents of the past several months
suggest that this debate may not remain
theoretical.

References [A1-A22] are listed on page 3. Article reproduced in full.
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THE MINERAL TRAP / LIAM BLANC

No citations or bibliography accompanied this article. Its full text has been retained.
Sources for its historical claims, the approximately 70% US import figure, nearly
two million metric tons of reserves, and its broader geopolitical conclusions remain
to be supplied by the author.

Supplementary background located during layout (not an original author citation):
International Energy Agency, Rare Earth Elements (2026), executive summary. It
discusses mineral uses, Chinese export controls and processing concentration. Its
91% figure refers to global refined output of magnet rare earths in 2024, not all
rare-earth refining capacity.

https://www.iea.org/reports/rare-earth-elements/executive-summary
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